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rouse Saurashtra and also do great service to the country as a
whole. The legend goes that when Mulu Manek and Jodho
Manek, after their arms had been smashed, used their feet to fire
their guns and went on fighting, and all for a trifle, their courage
knew no bounds. If, however, they are sung in songs even today,
it is not because they could aim straight but because they had the
strength to hold out against a big force and could carry death in
their pockets, so to say. There was only one battle of Thermo-
pylae in Greece, but I fancy that in Barda* there have been many
such battles.
I expect only one thing of the Kathi Rajputs. Your forefathers
died fighting for their garas1. If you wish to be worthy of your
inheritance, then, for the sake of a garas like India, be true Ksha-
triyas and get ready to lay down your own lives, giving up all
thought of killing others. Killing is not the dharma .of the
Kshatriya. The Kshatriya who kills anyone weaker than himself
is not a Kshatriya but a murderer; one who stands up against a
strong man in order to protect the weak and kills him is forgiven
his violent action; but the true Kshatriya is he who, not killing even
a strong man, dies defending the weak. His dharma is to die, and
not to run away. It is not his dharma to inspire fear of death in
others; it is to be rid of this fear himself. This explains why he
is ready to defend others. One who would do this needs to shed
the fear of death more than he needs to learn wrestling. What
should an unarmed Kathi youth do against a giant who is armed
from head to foot and protected by armour? Will he let a poor
girl fall into the latter's hands or will he lay down his life before
the giant, trusting the girl to God's protection, and thus teach her
too a lesson in unarmed courage? Why did Sita rest her eyes on
two boys in saffron robes, ignoring other giant-like men ? She had
felt Rama's soul-force. That innocent girl was unaware as yet that
he had the strength to lift Shiva's bow.
But who can give the kind of protection which Raina could ?
One who is a brahmachari, who has conquered sleep and eats little,
one who is free from vices and is truthful, one who speaks little,
who suffers because he thinks of others' sufferings and refuses to keep
with himself anything beyond his immediate needs since he would
not have what is denied to others. Some persons will have to have
hearts as large as the sea for such compassion. I admit that Raj-
puts, if they decide, can be ready for this earlier than others.
1 In Saurashtra
2 Share in State lands as inheritance